
State of Wisconsin 
DEPARTMENT OF NATURAL RESOURCES 
101 S. Webster Street 
Box 7921 
Madison WI 53707-7921 

February 28, 2017 

Ignacio Arrazola 
Acting Director 
Land and Chemicals Division 
U.S. EPA Region 5 
77 W. Jackson Blvd. (L-8J) 
Chicago, IL 60604-3507 

Re: Tower Standard Site 

Scott Walker, Governor 
Cathy Stepp, Secretary 

Telephone 608-266-2621 
Toll Free 1-888-936-7463 

TTY Access via relay - 711 

14267 State Highway 70 West, Lac du Flambeau, Wisconsin 
WDNR BRRTS #03-64-127899 

Dear Mr. Arrazola: 

I am writing to you to express the Department of Natural Resources' (DNR) concern as it relates to the pace of 
activities at the Tower Standard leaking underground storage site in Lac Du Flambeau, Wisconsin, and to share 
with you DNR's plans for moving forward at this site. As you are aware, this is a site undergoing cleanup in 
Wisconsin under the jurisdiction of the DNR, working with the responsible party and their environmental 
consultant. The state has jurisdiction due to the discharge of a hazardous substance on fee simple lands within the 
Lac du Flambeau reservation boundaries and the owners of that property are seeking reimbursement for costs 
under the Petroleum Environmental Cleanup Fund Act (PECF A). 

During the May 26, 2016 meeting with the various pmties involved with this site [i.e., DNR, EPA, Lac du 
Flambeau Tribal Natural Resources Department (TNR) and REI, the environmental consultant retained by the 
responsible party], the DNR stated that legislation passed by Wisconsin's Legislature in 2015 established a sunset 
date of June 30, 2020 for PECF A. After that date, the DNR will not have the ability to reimburse responsible 
patties using PECF A; however, those parties will still remain responsible for completing the response actions 
under state law. During the May meeting, the parties agreed to use the PECF A sunset date to establish a proposed 
schedule of investigative and remedial activities for this site. The goal was to complete as much cleanup work as 
possible by June 30, 2020. 

Collaborative efforts between the DNR, EPA, TNR and REI led to PECFA-funded investigation activities in the 
fall of 2015 and in July 2016. The TNR also contracted separately for direct-push probing work in September 
2016. These investigations helped to delineate the residual contamination source area as well as the outer limits 
of the groundwater contamination plume. 

However, since the July-to-September 2016 phase of investigation and subsequent data evaluation, the rate of site 
progress has slowed considerably, as have the communications between the parties. The project is now se,veral 
months behind the schedule laid out following the May 20 16 meeting. The DNR is concerned that the lack of 
recent progress will mean that a response action will not be implemented in time to achieve closure before the 
PECF A sunset date. With this concern in mind, the DNR intends to work directly with the responsible party and 
REI to get the project back on track for closure within the PECF A funding window, to the extent that is possible 
given the delays to date. 
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